
 

 

 

‘We Strive for a Bright and Wonderful Future!’ 
20th June 2025 

Newsletter 35 Summer Term 2025 
 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
Public Speaking Competition 
At the start of Year 6, every pupil took part in our annual Kendall Public Speaking Competition, writing 
and delivering their own speeches on topics of personal interest. They also assessed each other 
using criteria such as confidence, clarity, volume, and positive body language. Our top three 
speakers - Esme, Ayla, and Archie B - earned the highest scores and went on to represent Kendall at 
the prestigious Colchester Public Speaking Competition, held at Colchester Town Hall this Tuesday. 
With ten other primary schools competing, the standard was incredibly high—but Esme, Ayla, and 
Archie B rose to the challenge brilliantly. After listening to all 11 schools, the judges awarded 
Kendall first place! A huge congratulations to our winning team, and special thanks to Mrs Crick for 
her support in preparing the children and accompanying them to the event. 
 

 
Well done, Team Kendall! 

 
New Town Open Gardens 
Kendall is taking part in the Newtown Open Gardens! We’re 
proud to be part of the 2025 Newtown Open Gardens 
event, where members of the public will be invited to 
explore beautiful green spaces across the community – 
including our very own school greenhouse! If we have 
enough volunteers, we also hope to open up our fantastic 
Forest School grounds for tours. It’s a wonderful way to 
showcase what our children have been working on, 
connect with the wider community, and raise valuable 
funds for local primary schools. If you’d be happy to help 
out on the day – whether it’s greeting visitors, supporting 
an activity, or just lending a hand – please get in touch 
with Angela Hill, our PTA Chair. We’d love to have you 
involved! 
 



 

Dress Like a Hero Day!  
This year, our School Council has chosen to support Help for Heroes, a 
charity that provides vital support to members of the armed forces 
and veterans. To help raise funds, we’re inviting all children to take part 
in ‘Dress Like a Hero Day’ on Friday 4th July. On this special day, pupils 
are encouraged to come to school dressed as a hero of their choice—
this could be a superhero, a sports star, a historical figure, or even a 
parent or carer who inspires them!  We kindly ask for a £1 donation, 
which can be made via School Gateway or brought in as cash on the 
day. Thank you for your support in helping our children raise money for 
such an important cause. 
 

 

Supporting Local Events 
More information about the Summer Reading Challenge can be found at the end of this email. 

 
 

PTA Friday Bake Sales Are Back – it’s Year 4’s stall tonight!           
Our much-loved pop-up bake sales return this term—get ready for sweet treats and a great cause! 
Each Friday, a different class will take the lead by donating cakes or biscuits (homemade or shop-
bought—just make sure ingredients/allergens are clearly labelled). Boxes and details will be sent 
home the week before your class’s sale.  To make it all run smoothly, we need parent volunteers to 
help at the stalls, and we're hoping some of our fabulous Year 6s will pitch in too. Cakes usually sell 
out in just 10–15 minutes, so it's a quick and easy way to support the school! All funds go to exciting 
projects like our new ICT suite and High Ropes equipment—so every slice counts! 
 

The Challenge: Last year, we raised an amazing £650.64—let’s beat it! If we do, the whole school 
earns an extra 30 minutes of playtime in the last week of term. We’ll keep a running total in the 
newsletter so you can track our progress! Thanks for baking, buying, and being brilliant!  
 

Year Group Date of stall Money raised so far… 

EYFS Friday 6th June 2025 £108.80 

Yr 1 Thursday 11th July 2025 £TBC 

Yr 2 Friday 4th July 2025 £TBC 

Yr 3 Friday 27th June 2024 £TBC 

Yr 4 Friday 20th June 2025 £TBC 

Yr 5 Friday 13th June 2025 £152.15 

Yr 6 Friday 23rd May 2025 £133.52 

GRAND TOTAL SO FAR: £394.47 
 



 

Save Money by Raising Money 
One of our school parents is employed by Utilities Warehouse (UW), a company that offers bundled 
utility services including energy, phone, and broadband. The PTA has agreed to collaborate with 
Esther, our parent at UW, following feedback from individuals who have seen reductions in their 
monthly bills by using the service. In one verified case, a school employee reported saving £180 per 
month. This partnership also presents an opportunity to raise funds for the PTA. There is no obligation 
to switch providers if you register your interest, and UW will provide information about potential 
savings. Esther's approach is low-pressure, and any decision to switch services is entirely up to you. 
If you're interested in finding out more or seeing if you could benefit, you can explore further without 
making any commitment. 
 

 



 

 
 
No waterproof? No Forest School! 
To ensure all children can safely and fully take part in Forest School, they must come dressed 
appropriately, including a waterproof coat. We’ve recently reminded families—via the Q-Ahead 
newsletter, weekly school newsletter, and School Ping—of the importance of bringing waterproofs. 
Even on sunny days, children often engage in water play, and sudden downpours are common. 
Children without a waterproof coat will not be able to attend Forest School, as staff cannot return 
them to class mid-session. Thank you for your continued support. 
 
Forest School Diary 20th June 2025 
Last week EYFS painted their octopus wood slices in colours of pink and blue, we hope to have these 
completed within the next week for the children to enjoy. Making the most of the sunshine, many of 
the group had fun exploring the woodland and taking part in some pirate role play. 
 

 
 

Year 1 couldn’t let the week go past without getting involved with the water games! The children 
learnt how to play our Forest School game of 'Over and Under' and then finished off their session with 
a woodland water quiz. 
 

 
 

Year 2 designed and made faith necklaces. Firstly, all of the children designed on paper a symbol 
they felt represented a group they belonged to.  Then using the bow saw, each cut a small round of 
wood and transferred their symbol onto the wood.  
 

 
 

 
 



 

 
Year 3 kicked off their session this week with some meditation in the woodland. We then enjoyed a 
water game where the objective was to transfer as much water as possible from one bucket to 
another using a sponge passed down the line, going over the head and through the legs. A few 
children ended up a little wet as you can see from our photos! 
 

 
 

Year 4 took part in fun water games to cool off in the sunshine. Tree climbing and crafting with leaves 
were just a few more activities taking place. 
 

 
 

It was a glorious day in the woods on Thursday, with sunshine streaming through the trees and nature 
putting on a show. Year 5 were on a mission — hunting for the perfect stick to craft our very first bows 
and arrows. We explored the woodland, carefully selecting sticks and putting our carving skills to the 
test. With focus and creativity, we shaped them into working models. Some of us even had the 
chance to test our creations, aiming for the target and seeing just how far our arrows could fly. It was 
a brilliant session filled with teamwork, hands-on learning, and a deep connection with the natural 
world. 
 

 
 

Year 6 worked to complete their wooden crosses this week and what a great job they have done, 
every cross is unique in design and they are sure to brighten up our prayer garden area. Fire lighting 
was also practised by many of the group as they worked on not just building and lighting the fire, but 
the art of keeping it going which can at times be tricky. 
 

 



 

 
Kendall Music Festival Amendment 
Please note the change of date for our Kendall Music Festival.  It will now take place on Friday 4th 
July not Friday 11th July.   
 
Online E-Safety Magazine for parents 
#DITTO is a free online safety newsletter in PDF format to keep parents up to date with online safety 
risks, issues, advice and guidance related to keeping children safe online, enjoying and learning 
about technology. You can sign up for this newsletter at https://www.esafety-adviser.com/latest-
newsletter/ 
 

Quick links to important policies! 
We thought it would be useful to provide parents with quick links to some of our key policies in our 
weekly newsletter. Therefore, please find our Attendance Policy HERE. Please find our Homework 
Policy HERE. Please find our Administering Medicines Policy HERE. Please find our Mobile Phone 
Policy HERE. Please find our Uniform Policy HERE. Please find our Food Policy HERE. Please find our 
Behaviour Policy HERE and finally our Parent Helper – School Trip Policy HERE. A link to our school 
webpage that has all of our statutory policies uploaded can be found HERE. Dressing for Forest 
School HERE. 
 

Safety on the School Road 
Please be reminded that as per the road signage, parents should not be driving along the road that 
accesses Kendall, Scarlett’s and ECL at any time. The landowner, other local establishments and the 
school have worked together to ensure that the traffic congestion and resulting danger to the 
children is, thanks to all our efforts, a thing of the past. Please be aware that stopping at any time 
along the private road can lead to a penalty notice being issued. If you would like a free parking pass 
for the Port Lane Recreation Ground car park that can be used at school drop off and pick up times, 
please speak to the school office. 
 

Food Bank Vouchers 
Please don’t forget that the school is an agent for food bank vouchers. Please speak in confidence 
to a member of the school office or Mrs French if you need to use this service. 
 
 

Happy Birthday!                                                                              
Please join us in saying happy birthday to: Peyton E, Isaac B and Mahaut DJ  
 
Headteacher Cups 
Congratulations to the following who were awarded a Headteacher Cup in assembly this week:   
Arthur G, Grace F and Ella LH 
 
Golden Awards 
Congratulations to the following who were awarded a Gold Award in assembly this week: 
David A, Milana G, Esther B, Sylvie R, Joshua A, Thomas DJ, Wesam FTheo K, George H, Matthew L, Jude 
W, Gabriel FB, Teddy H, Riley E and Grace J 
 
 
 

https://www.esafety-adviser.com/latest-newsletter/
https://www.esafety-adviser.com/latest-newsletter/
https://kendallprimary.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2024/11/Attendance-Policy-Kendall-CE-Primary-School-from-August-2024-1.pdf
https://kendallprimary.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2023/03/Homework_policy_2023.pdf
https://kendallprimary.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2023/10/Administering_Medicines_Policy.pdf
https://kendallprimary.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2024/09/Mobile_Phone_Wearable-Technology_Policy.pdf
https://kendallprimary.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2023/01/School-Uniform-Policy-1.pdf
https://kendallprimary.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2025/01/Food-Policy-Document.pdf
https://kendallprimary.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2025/01/Behaviour-Policy-Autumn-2024.pdf
https://kendallprimary.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2025/03/Parent-Helper-School-Trip-Policy.pdf
https://kendallprimary.co.uk/policies/
https://kendallprimary.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2024/04/FOREST-SCHOOL-CLOTHING1.pdf


 

 
Maths Challenge 
Congratulations to the following winners: 
KS1: Sylvie R 
KS2: Tyler E 
New challenge attached! 

 
Writer of the Week 
Congratulations to Alice in Year 5 who received our Writer of the Week award and took home a new 
stationery set and journal – keep up that good writing! 
 
Vision Value Leaves 
Congratulations to the following who were awarded a leaf for our ‘Vision Values’ Tree:  
Ella W, Penelope E and Isabelle D 
 
Kendall Team Points 
Congratulations to the joint Weekly Team Winners:  Elm! 

Elm Ash Birch Yew 
1st 3rd 2nd 4th 

 
 

 
Amazing Attendance? Free Tuck Friday!  
Free Tuck Friday – All classes who have achieved the required attendance of at least 96% are 
highlighted in green.  Well done, EYFS for having the best attendance this week!  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(Week ending 13/06/2025) 
 

Reminder! No Chocolate Spread in Home Packed Lunches 
Please remember that chocolate spread is not allowed in packed lunches due to the risk it poses to 
children with nut allergies. Details are in our prospectus and the School Dinner page of our website. 
 
Have a lovely weekend! 

 
Clare French                                                                 
Headteacher    
 
 
 
 

EYFS 99%  
Year 1 97.65%  
Year 2 95.65%  
Year 3 94.2%  
Year 4 98.35%  
Year 5 91%  
Year 6 95.95%  
Overall Attendance 96% 

https://kendallprimary.co.uk/school-dinners/


 

 

Schedule of Trips and Visits 2024/2025 
Budgeting £20 a quarter (£80 a year – or approximately £2 a term-time week) should cover the cost of trips. 
Where a trip is more expensive, for example £40, we will always try to make sure that over the academic year, 
the cost for all 4 Quarters comes to no more than £80 for the trips and visits we organise. Sadly, with school 
funding being at an all-time low in real terms, the school is financially unable to subsidise trips and visits to 
the extent it has done in the past. If we do not receive enough contributions to cover the cost, we will reluctantly 
have to cancel trips or visitors to the school. As promised, to help you with budgeting, please see the schedule 
and the associated charge for each trip for the next quarter below 
 

Quarter 4 
Year Group Trip/Visit Cost per child 
EYFS Walton  TBC (8pprox... £7) 
Year 1 Chappel Railway Museum £17 
Year 2 St Stephen’s n/a 
Year 3 Harwich Trip £15 
Year 4 River Walk n/a 
Year 5 Plants & Nature Workshop  £20  
Year 6 Treat Trip n/a 

 
 
 

Dates for your Diary 
 

June  
Friday 20th  Year 4 Bake Sale 3:15pm 
Thursday 26th  EYFS Pirate Day 
Friday 27th  Year 3 Bake Sale 
Monday 30th  Sports Day & Family Picnic 
July  
Wednesday 2nd  Year 1 Trip to Chappel Railway Museum 
Wednesday 2nd  Kendall SEND Support Group 9:30am-11am 
Friday 4th Dress Like a Hero Day (Raising funds for Help for Heroes) 
Friday 4th  Year 2 Bake Sale 3:15pm 
Friday 4th  Music Festival 9:30am & 10:30am 
Thursday 10th   KS2 Production 7pm 
Friday 11th  KS2 Production 1:30pm & 7pm 
Friday 11th  Year 1 Bake Sale 3:15pm 
Thursday 17th  Year 6 Treat Trip 
Friday 18th  Leavers’ Assembly 
Friday 18th  PTA Summer Disco 
Friday 18th  Last Day of Term 

 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 

Please let us know what you would like to see on our school dinner menu. 
We would love to hear your ideas! Email us: admin@kendall.essex.sch.uk 

 

 

mailto:admin@kendall.essex.sch.uk


 

 

 



 

 
 
  
 



 

 
 

  



 

 


