
 

 

 

‘We Strive for a Bright and Wonderful Future!’ 
18th July 2025 

Newsletter 39 Summer Term 2025 
 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
As we come to the end of another busy and successful academic year, I would like to take this 
opportunity to extend my heartfelt thanks to our wonderful children, dedicated staff, and supportive 
parents. Your hard work, commitment, and encouragement have made this year a truly rewarding 
one for everyone in our school community. It has been a joy to see the growth, achievements, and 
resilience of our pupils, and none of it would be possible without the collaboration and care of all 
involved. As we head into the summer break, we wish you all a safe, restful, and enjoyable holiday. 
 
Leavers’ Assembly 
As we say goodbye to our incredible Year 6 children, our hearts are full of pride and gratitude. Today’s 
leavers’ assembly was a wonderful celebration of the memories you have made, and the short film 
reminded us of the countless special moments you’ve shared throughout your time at our school. 
You have been a truly fantastic class – full of energy, kindness, and determination – and we will miss 
each and every one of you. Thank you for the laughter, the hard work, and the joy you have brought 
to our school community. We wish you all the very best as you take your next exciting steps – keep 
shining brightly, because we know you will achieve amazing things in the wonderful future you have 
ahead! 
 

 
Our Year 6 children at the end of their leavers’ assembly 

 
 
 



 

 
 
EYFS Visit to Walton Beach 
Wow, what a fantastic day we  had at the beach. We started with a walk to the train station, caught 
the train to Walton, then walked to a lookout point.  We saw wind turbines, beach huts, boats, the pier, 
the beach and even a plane. We thought about which landmarks and things we could see that would 
have been here in the past, and what things were built by humans. 
 
We then spent the day on the beach shell hunting, building sandcastles and paddling in the sea, 
before having some free-play on the beach. We then walked back to the viewpoint and the children 
noticed how far the tide had come in, before heading back on the train. 
 
We experienced all weathers from glorious sunshine, gusty winds and torrential rain, but all had a 
fabulous time! Well done EYFS, what a super Fabulous Finish to our learning on the sea and to your 
first year of school! 
 

 
 

Kendall Plant Sale 
We would like to extend our heartfelt thank you to each of you who supported our recent School Pop-
Up Plant Sale. We have raised £62, which we will put towards seeds in our new growing season.  Your 
support truly helps our school grow—both literally and figuratively! 

 

 
 
MarvellousMe 
This week we were informed that the platform Marvellous Me will cease operating in the coming 
weeks and that the company behind this will be investigating a different platform for schools to 
consider. We are currently working to find out as much as we can about the new platform, its 
functionality and cost. For the time being, messages from the Marvellous Me app will not be sent out 
by teachers from the end of this week. We will let you know if we can find an alternative way to send 
messages so that we can continue to inform you about your child’s learning, while still offering good 
value for money to the school. Hopefully a similar service will be up and running by September. 
 
 



 

 
Support Orlagh-Rose's Charity Hair Cut! 
Orlagh-Rose is bravely chopping her hair and donating it to The Little Princess Trust, which provides 
real-hair wigs free of charge to children and young people who have lost their hair through cancer 
treatment or conditions such as alopecia. The charity also helps fund vital childhood cancer 
research across the UK — and it relies on donors like you. Please consider sponsoring Orlagh-Rose’s 
big cut and helping give Hair and Hope to families who need it. Click here or visit:  
https://www.justgiving.com/page/susan-caine-1?utm_medium=FR&utm_source=OF#supportersList  
 

 
 
NHS MMR Vaccination Team  
The NHS Vaccination Team are working hard to raise awareness across the community and ensure 
that all children are up to date with their vaccinations, particularly the MMR vaccine, which protects 
against measles, mumps, and rubella.  Please see the information poster at the end of the newsletter. 
 
Summer Reading Challenge 

 
 

 
Spanish Comes to Life Through Pen Pal Letters 
This week, the students in Spanish Club were thrilled to receive pen pal letters from our partner 
school in Chile! Earlier in the term, they had written their own letters in Spanish, sharing stories 
about school life and their interests. The excitement was clear as they read the responses, 
practised their language skills, and learned more about Chilean culture. It’s been a wonderful 
opportunity for our students to connect globally and put their Spanish into practice! 
 

 
 

https://www.justgiving.com/page/susan-caine-1?utm_medium=FR&utm_source=OF#supportersList
https://www.justgiving.com/page/susan-caine-1?utm_medium=FR&utm_source=OF#supportersList


 

 
 
PTA Summer Discos 
We are looking forward to seeing your children at our PTA Summer Discos (KS1 starts 5.00pm-6.15pm, 
KS2 starts 6:30pm-8.00pm).   
 

Pick up and helper arrangements 
If you are on our list of parents who are helping, please enter via the kitchen door – this will be locked 
so please knock to let us know you have arrived. All children whose parents are dropping off their 
children, please come in via the main school entrance. At the end of each disco, all children will leave 
via the exit door beneath the fire escape steps that lead onto the KS2 playground (where Year 2 are 
dismissed at the end of the day). Please meet your child/ren there when their session has finished 
(EYFS/KS1 collection time 6.15pm and KS2 at 8.00pm). If you are happy for your KS2 child to walk home 
on their own, please inform the school office via email (admin@kendall.essex.sch.uk) no later than 
3.00pm today.  
 

 
 

PTA Friday Bake Sales  
The Challenge was met! Last year, the PTA raised an amazing £650.64—and this year we beat it! 
Which means that the whole school earns an extra 30 minutes of playtime this week, which will take 
place on the last day of term. Well done, everyone! 
 

Year Group Date of stall Money raised so far… 

EYFS Friday 6th June 2025 £108.80 
Yr 1 Friday 11th July 2025 £75.60 
Yr 2 Friday 4th July 2025 £112.60 
Yr 3 Friday 27th June 2024 £80.45 
Yr 4 Friday 20th June 2025 £121.08 
Yr 5 Friday 13th June 2025 £152.15 
Yr 6 Friday 23rd May 2025 £133.52 
GRAND TOTAL SO FAR: £784.20 

 



 

 
 
Forest School Diary 18th July 2025 
The children in EYFS enjoyed their session exploring the surroundings of the woodland, seeking out 
snails and various other bugs they could find lurking in the undergrowth. Balancing skills were also 
put to the test as the children navigated their way across the tight rope challenge. 
 

 
 

Year 1 were not afraid to get their hands dirty this week while they made some great mud faces 
that decorated  trees in the woodland. They used a range of natural resources from around the 
woodland to give each one a fantastically unique look! 
 

 
 

Year 2 got stuck into weeding out their vegetable patch, clearing out all the unwanted weeds before 
we break for the summer. In between activities the children spent most of their time playing host to 
the influx of ladybirds that have been swarming the woodlands recently due to the warm conditions. 
 

 
 

Year 3 were lucky enough to spot a dragonfly in our woodlands this week, this was in between 
cooking and munching on nettle crisps and of course, catching spiders. 
 

 
 

 
 
 



 

 
Year 4 enjoyed cooking nettle crisps this week, they chose to season them with salt, vinegar, chilli 
and cumin, and really enjoyed them. Many of the children came back for seconds! 
 

 
 

Year 5 finished their Forest School year by making a commemorative tile with the impression of a 
ginkgo leaf pressed gently into the clay. They will be fired and ready to go home next term. Next up 
was a little plant identification. We learned the difference between gymnosperms, angiosperms, 
ferns, mosses and liverworts. We were lucky enough to find examples of all these types of plants in 
our woodland and were able to explain the features that classified them. We also had time for some 
pond dipping and to study the creatures that have been recorded in our woodland pond over time. 
It was a lovely way to end our Year 5 Forest School adventure - now bring on PGL and all that Year 6 
has to offer! 
 

 
 

Year 6 also took part in their very last Forest School session here at Kendall. Enjoying some of their 
favourite activities such as making nettle crisps over the fire, playing on the rope swing and crafting 
jewellery. The Forest School team would like to wish the children all the very best for the future. 
 

 
 
No waterproof? No Forest School! 
To ensure all children can safely and fully take part in Forest School, they must come dressed 
appropriately, including a waterproof coat. We would like to remind you of the importance of 
bringing waterproofs. Even on sunny days, children often engage in water play, and sudden 
downpours are common. Children without a waterproof coat will not be able to attend Forest 
School, as staff cannot return them to class mid-session. Thank you for your continued support. 
 
C3 Church - FREE Summer Community Fun Day! Back to school BBQ!  
We’re excited to share an amazing opportunity for your family to enjoy a FREE Summer Community 
Fun Day, hosted by The C3 Church!  Please see the end of the newsletter for more information. 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Local Events and Summer Fun Days 
There are so many summer club opportunities, many of them free! Please see the information below 
as well as the many posters and flyers at the end of the newsletter! 
 

 
 
 
Free Parenting Workshop 
 

    
 



 

 
School Uniform Offer 
We are happy for parents to provide non-branded items for their children to wear as school uniform, 
(our uniform Policy is on our school website and there are links towards the end of this newsletter). 
However, should you be interested, one of our partner providers of embroidered uniform is offering a 
discount: 

 
 
Online E-Safety Magazine for parents 
#DITTO is a free online safety newsletter in PDF format to keep parents up to date with online safety 
risks, issues, advice and guidance related to keeping children safe online, enjoying and learning 
about technology. You can sign up for this newsletter at https://www.esafety-adviser.com/latest-
newsletter/ 
 
Policies 
We thought it would be useful to provide parents with quick links to some of our key policies in our 
weekly newsletter. Therefore, please find our Attendance Policy HERE. Please find our Homework 
Policy HERE. Please find our Administering Medicines Policy HERE. Please find our Mobile Phone 
Policy HERE. Please find our Uniform Policy HERE. Please find our Food Policy HERE. Please find our 
Behaviour Policy HERE and finally our Parent Helper – School Trip Policy HERE. A link to our school 
webpage that has all of our statutory policies uploaded can be found HERE. Dressing for Forest 
School HERE. 
 

https://www.esafety-adviser.com/latest-newsletter/
https://www.esafety-adviser.com/latest-newsletter/
https://kendallprimary.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2024/11/Attendance-Policy-Kendall-CE-Primary-School-from-August-2024-1.pdf
https://kendallprimary.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2023/03/Homework_policy_2023.pdf
https://kendallprimary.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2023/10/Administering_Medicines_Policy.pdf
https://kendallprimary.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2024/09/Mobile_Phone_Wearable-Technology_Policy.pdf
https://kendallprimary.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2023/01/School-Uniform-Policy-1.pdf
https://kendallprimary.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2025/01/Food-Policy-Document.pdf
https://kendallprimary.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2025/01/Behaviour-Policy-Autumn-2024.pdf
https://kendallprimary.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2025/03/Parent-Helper-School-Trip-Policy.pdf
https://kendallprimary.co.uk/policies/
https://kendallprimary.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2024/04/FOREST-SCHOOL-CLOTHING1.pdf


 

 
Safety on the School Road 
Please note that, as indicated by road signs, parents must not drive on the road accessing Kendall, 
Scarlett’s, and ECL at any time. The landowner, local businesses, and the school have worked 
together to reduce congestion and improve safety for children. Stopping on the private road may 
result in a penalty notice. To request a free parking pass for the Port Lane Recreation Ground car park 
(usable at drop-off and pick-up times), please contact the school office. 
 

Food Bank Vouchers 
Please don’t forget that the school is an agent for food bank vouchers. Please speak in confidence 
to a member of the school office or Mrs French if you need to use this service. 
 
Maths Awards 
Congratulations to everyone who received a Maths Award in this week’s Celebration Assembly! 
 
 

Kendall Team Points 
Congratulations to the joint Weekly Team Winners:  Elm! 

Elm Ash Birch Yew 
1st 2nd 4th 3rd 

 
Amazing Attendance? Free Tuck Friday!  
Free Tuck Friday – All classes who have achieved the required attendance of at least 96% are 
highlighted in green.  Well done, Year 3 for having the best attendance this week!  
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(Week ending 11/07/2025) 

 
Reminder! No Chocolate Spread in Home Packed Lunches 
Please remember that chocolate spread is not allowed in packed lunches due to the risk it poses to 
children with nut allergies. Details are in our prospectus and the School Dinner page of our website. 
 
Have a lovely peaceful summer! 

 
Clare French                                                                 
Headteacher    
 

 
 
 

EYFS 94.65%  
Year 1 91.65%  
Year 2 92.65%  
Year 3 100%  
Year 4 98.7%  
Year 5 94.35%  
Year 6 98.8%  
Overall Attendance 95.9% 

https://kendallprimary.co.uk/school-dinners/


 

 
Schedule of Trips and Visits 2024/2025 

Budgeting £20 a quarter (£80 a year – or approximately £2 a term-time week) should cover the cost of trips. 
Where a trip is more expensive, for example £40, we will always try to make sure that over the academic year, 
the cost for all 4 Quarters comes to no more than £80 for the trips and visits we organise. Sadly, with school 
funding being at an all-time low in real terms, the school is financially unable to subsidise trips and visits to 
the extent it has done in the past. If we do not receive enough contributions to cover the cost, we will reluctantly 
have to cancel trips or visitors to the school. We are hoping to run the following trips next year, but these are 
subject to provider availability: 
 

 
 

Quarter 1 Trips and Visits and Associated Costs 
 

Year Group Trip/Visit Cost per child 
EYFS NA N/A 
Year 1 Musical Workshop £8 approx 
Year 2 Local Geography Walk N/A 
Year 3 Stone Age Visit with Mema £18 
Year 4 West Stow Anglo-Saxon Village £26 
Year 5 Henry Moore Foundation  £20 approx 
Year 6 London Aquarium/Houses of Parliament TBC 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Dates for your Diary 
 

 Autumn Term 2025 
September  
Monday 1st  Non-Pupil Day 
Tuesday 2nd  First Day of Autumn Term 
Tuesday 2nd Year 1 & Year 3 Parent Information Event 3:15pm 
Wednesday 3rd  Year 4 & Year 5 Parent Information Event 3:15pm 
Thursday 4th  Year 3 Stone Age Day 
Thursday 4th  Year 2 Parent Information Event 3:15pm 
Monday 8th  Year 6 PGL 
Thursday 11th  EYFS Tapestry Parent Information Event 3:15am 
Tuesday 16th  SEND Parent Information Event 5pm-6pm 
Wednesday 17th  EYFS Phonics Parent Information Event 9am-10am 
Thursday 18th  Year 5 Henry Moore Visit 
Thursday 25th  Year 6 Parent Information Event 
October  
Wednesday 1st  EYFS Reading Parent Information Event 
Monday 6th  Year 6 Bikeability 
Tuesday 7th  Year 6 Bikeability 
Monday 13th  Individual School Photos 
Friday 17th  Harvest Festival at St Stephens Church 
Friday 17th  Conker Competition 
Monday 20th  Year 6 Bikeability 
Tuesday 21st  Year 6 Bikeability 
Monday 27th –Friday 31st  Half Term Break 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Please let us know what you would like to see on our school dinner menu. 
We would love to hear your ideas! Email us: admin@kendall.essex.sch.uk 

 
 

 

mailto:admin@kendall.essex.sch.uk


 

 
 

  



Join us in ACL CLACTON 

30/07/2025 10:00 - 12:00 or 13:00 - 15:00
06/08/2025 10:00 - 12:00 or 13:00 - 15:00
13/08/2025  10:00 - 12:00 or 13:00 - 15:00
20/08/2025 10:00 - 12:00 or 13:00 - 15:00

Want to sign up?
aclessex.com/family learning 

or via the QR code

sUMMER FUN 

COMMUNITY & 
FAMILY LEARNING

FREE



Understanding ADHD In Children

Are you a parent/carer or grandparent seeking clarity about
ADHD? This session is designed to provide practical, easy-
to-understand insights into ADHD and how to support your

child effectively.  

13/08/2025 10:00 - 12:30 ONLINE 

 Scan the QR code, or
 Visit our website aclessex.com 
 and type ADHD in to the 
 ‘Find a course...’ box

community &
Family Learning 



Are you looking for ways to better support your little one who is about to
start school? Enrol in our FREE sessions

Date: 13/08/25 Online
Time 9:30am or 7:00pm

Scan the QR code, or
Visit our website aclessex.com and type ‘START WELL’

 in the ‘Find a course...’ box

COMMUNiTY &

FAMiLY LEARNiNG

START WELL AT PRIMARY SCHOOL



Join us in ACL Colchester   

05/08/2025 10:00 - 12:00 or 13:00 - 15:00
19/08/2025 10:00 - 12:00 or 13:00 - 15:00
26/08/2025 10:00 - 12:00 or 13:00 - 15:00

Want to sign up?
aclessex.com/family learning 

or via the QR code

sUMMER FUN 

COMMUNITY & 
FAMILY LEARNING

FREE



thec3.uk/backtoschool



Join us for a fun-filled afternoon 
as we get ready for the new 
school year! Our Back to School 
BBQ is packed with 
family-friendly activities and 
practical support for kids and 
parents alike.

thec3.uk/backtoschool

BACK TO SCHOOL

Wednesday 13th Aug 2025
12 to 2pm 
The C3 Centre,Yrpes Road
CO2 7FD

Free BBQ 
Kids Games & Bouncy Zone
Free Kids Haircuts
Kids School Uniforms



Delivered in partnership with:

Our Holiday Fun activities are for families facing 
economic challenges or who require additional support 
during the school holidays including those that qualify 
for benefit-based free school meals. 

· Advanced booking is essential for Move activities and Canteen
· Activities most suitable for 4-11 years, but all ages welcome
· Caregivers are required to stay on site throughout the activities
· Menus and lists of activities available at www.firstsite.uk

Canteen
Free freshly made 

hot meals for
all the family

11:45am & 
1:00pm

Holiday Fun
Summer Holiday 2025
Every Tue to Sat from
Tue 29 Jul -  30 Aug

Move
Free fun sport and 

social activities 
10:45am -11:45am 

& 12:00pm  -1:00pm

Activities take place at:
Firstsite
Lewis Gardens, High St
Colchester, Essex
CO1 1JH

FREE

Make
Free creative 
art activities 

10:00am - 
2:30pm



Early bird tickets will be 
available from 9am Tue 
22 Jul.
More tickets will be  
released three days in 
advance of each  
session.
Limited spaces available, 
offered on a first come 
first served basis.

If you can no longer attend your 
booking, please let us know 
as soon as possible by calling 
01206 713700. If you contact us 
24 hours before the event your 
space can be made available for 
another family. 

Thank you!

How to book

Firstsite, Lewis Gardens
High Street, Colchester CO1 1JH
Registered in England, Company no 2884347.
Registered Charity no 1031800

How to find us

Scan the QR 
code to book

Book online at
firstsite.uk

or call 01206 
713700



Has your child had all
their childhood
vaccinations?

Speak to your GP practice to book
any missed vaccinations.

By the time children start school they should
have had their MMR and 4-in-1 pre-school
booster vaccinations. If your child missed
having these vaccinations, it’s not too late! 

From January 2026 children who were born on or
after 1 July 2024 will be offered their 2nd MMR dose
when they attend for the new 18 month appointment.

The MMR vaccine protects against
measles, mumps and rubella. The 4-

in-1 pre-school booster protects
against diphtheria, polio, tetanus and

whooping cough.

The MMR vaccine can be given at any
age, including to adults, and the 4-in-1

pre-school booster vaccine can be
given to anyone up to the age of ten.

Childhood vaccines help to protect your child from
many serious and potentially deadly diseases, and help
stop diseases spreading to people who cannot have
vaccines, such as babies too young to be vaccinated
and those who are too ill to be vaccinated.



Summer Clubs and Holiday Camps in Colchester.  

Some are suitable for SEND children or those in receipt of Pupil Premium Grant 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 

Colchester United Community Foundation (CUCF) Camps: 

These camps are held at Shrub End Community & Sports Centre and the 
JobServe Community Stadium. https://www.cu-
fc.com/news/2025/june/12/-cucf-2025-summer-holiday-camps--/ 

 

CHUMS Holiday Camps: 

Offered by the University of Essex 
https://www.essex.ac.uk/sport/childrens-activities/chums-holiday-
camp  these camps include sports, arts and crafts, and themed 
activities for children aged 5-15. Uni-Active Sports camps, also by the 
University, offer a more immersive sporting experience with over 25 
sports and activities.  
 

Mercury Theatre SEND Holiday Club 

This club offers creative activities and aims to support young 
people with additional needs, including those eligible for free 
school meals and other support. The Mercury Theatre's SEND 
Holiday Club provides free places for children with specific needs, 
including those eligible for free school meals, refugees, young 
carers, and those with an EHCP, thanks to funding from Active 
Essex and Essex County Council.  
https://www.mercurytheatre.co.uk/send-holiday-club-
bursary/ 

 

Nature Week at Colchester Leisure World 

This camp includes a mobile zoo experience, nature 
bingo, and a treasure hunt.  
Also have History week, water week, performing arts 
week and Nature week 
https://colchesterleisureworld.co.uk/kids-

activities/holiday-camp/ 

 

The Minories Summer Programme for kids – welcomes al 

children 

A variety of art-based activities for children and families to 

participate in across the holidays. 

https://www.theminories.org/whats-on 

 

https://www.cu-fc.com/news/2025/june/12/-cucf-2025-summer-holiday-camps--/
https://www.cu-fc.com/news/2025/june/12/-cucf-2025-summer-holiday-camps--/
https://www.essex.ac.uk/sport/childrens-activities/chums-holiday-camp
https://www.essex.ac.uk/sport/childrens-activities/chums-holiday-camp
https://www.mercurytheatre.co.uk/send-holiday-club-bursary/
https://www.mercurytheatre.co.uk/send-holiday-club-bursary/
https://colchesterleisureworld.co.uk/kids-activities/holiday-camp/
https://colchesterleisureworld.co.uk/kids-activities/holiday-camp/
https://www.theminories.org/whats-on


 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Summer holiday clubs with Essex ActivAte! 

Summer holiday clubs with Essex ActivAte are live to book! 
Local club providers are offering free spaces to eligible 
children, helping to support their wellbeing through fun and 
exciting activities! Take a look at what's on below, and use your 
emailed HolidayActivities voucher code to book on the 
HolidayActivities website. 
https://www.activeessex.org/children-young-people/essex-
activate 

 
Let's Leap at Colchester Prep & High School 

This camp offers a variety of activities, from sports to arts and crafts, 
for children aged 4-12, with themed weeks.  
https://www.letsleapsportsacademy.co.uk/camp-locations/essex-

schools/colchester-prep-and-high-school 

 

School's Out Activities 

These camps are held at Colchester Royal Grammar 
School and offer a range of activities including 
swimming, archery, cookery, dance, and creative arts.  

https://www.schoolsoutactivities.co.uk/locations/colches

ter-royal-grammar-school/ 

 

Holiday Fun for families 

Get making, moving and munching with Holiday Fun 
in Colchester over the school holidays!Our drop -in 
creative activities for families change daily and are 
available from 10am-2:30pm.  Outdoor sports 
activities for children are a great way to keep active 
and have fun.  
Families can also book into the canteen for a hot, 
nutritious lunch every day. There is a relaxed dining 
area available in the canteen –  do let us know in 
advance if you would prefer to be seated here . 
https://firstsite.uk/event_categories/holiday-fun/ 

 

. 

https://shorturl.at/EAT84
https://www.activeessex.org/children-young-people/essex-activate
https://www.activeessex.org/children-young-people/essex-activate
https://www.letsleapsportsacademy.co.uk/camp-locations/essex-schools/colchester-prep-and-high-school
https://www.letsleapsportsacademy.co.uk/camp-locations/essex-schools/colchester-prep-and-high-school
https://www.schoolsoutactivities.co.uk/locations/colchester-royal-grammar-school/
https://www.schoolsoutactivities.co.uk/locations/colchester-royal-grammar-school/
https://firstsite.uk/event_categories/holiday-fun/

