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Primary School

‘We Strive for a Bright and Wonderful Future!”
30™ January 2026
Newsletter 19 Spring Term 2026

Dear Parents and Carers,

DT Parent & Child Workshop

On Thursday we held our third Parent and Child Workshop. Following successful art and maths
sessions, this week it was design and technology (DT). Children and parents worked side by side to
use the computer aided design (CAD) software we use in school to design their own keyring on
screen and have a look at our new 3D printer in action. Designing in 3D on a computer is a tricky
concept but all our children and parents did a great job; showing creativity and patience.
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Calling all budding artists for the Royal Academy (RA) Young Artists’ Summer Show

Now in its eighth year, the Young Artists’ Summer Show is a free, open-submission exhibition for
students studying in the UK. Artworks are judged by a panel of artists and arts professionals, with
selected works displayed online and on-site at the Royal Academy of Arts. Each student can submit
one artwork and there is no theme. Parents can enter their child’'s artwork online themselves, or, if
you would like the school to submit on your behalf, you will need to send an image of the artwork (or
the school can photograph it if brought in) and provide information such as the title, size, and text
written by the artist explaining the work. Parent consent is required before submission. An entry form
is attached to this newsletter; please print and complete it with the artwork, or request a copy from
the school office if you do not have access to a printer. The RA’s panel of judges will view all
submissions, with selected pieces shown online and some exhibited at the Royal Academy of Arts.
The RA has provided guidance on what judges look for. Artwork can be made in any medium,
including painting, sculpture, photography, installation, video, or drawing. There is no theme, and
artworks can be of any subject, provided the artist is aged 4-18 at the time of submission.
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Kendall Parent Choir

Calling the Kendall Parent Choir! It's that time again when we need to rehearse a
song for the Easter service on Friday 27th March. If you sang at the Christmas
service, then your presence is required again! If you weren't part of the choir but now
would like to be, you are very welcome!

The rehearsals will be held on Monday 2nd March and Monday 9th March 2:30pm-
3pm (if you have young children, they are welcome at these rehearsals- bring something to keep
them occupied) and there will be one evening rehearsal on Wed 25th March in the school hall (no
children at this one) from 7pm-7:30pm. See you there! From Mrs Mulvey

PTA Meeting 10th February 2026
We would like to invite parents/carers to our PTA meeting on Tuesday 10th February at 3:30pm.
Your ideas, and support would be greatly appreciated. We look forward to seeing you!

Wraparound Childcare Update

This week our third-party provider registered with Ofsted. They are now waiting to hear from them.
They have also been working on funding and have been in contact with the Local Authority’s Wrap
Around Childcare team. | understand that childminders in the area are also investigating extending
their provision. The school is reviewing its T&Cs for Breakfast Club which will be extending hours after
the February half term holiday.

Join Us for Parent & Child Workshops at Kendall!

We're delighted to launch our new Parent and Child Workshops, offering a chance to learn alongside
your child in fun, hands-on sessions led by Kendall's subject leaders. Each hour-long workshop
focuses on a National Curriculum subject and is suitable for children in Years 1-6. Parents may attend
more than one workshop, making it ideal for families with multiple children. Please save the dates
and sign up promptly when events are announced.

Workshop Date Time

Writing 4" February 2026 (Full) 9.00-10.00am
French 26"™ February 2026 2.00-3.00pm
Reading 6™ March 2026 2.00-3.00pm
RE (Religious Education) 18" March 2026 2.00-3.00pm
PE (Physical Education) 15" April 2026 9.00-10.00am
Computing 21°t April 2026 2.00-3.00pm
Science 23 April 2026 9.30-10.30am
Geography 28™ April 2026 2.00-3.00pm
Music 18" May 2026 9.30-10.30am
History 10" June 2026 2.00-3.00pm

Essex Outdoors - School Holiday Activity Days

The February sessions are half price, just £20 for a full day of four activities — affordable childcare,
and an excellent way of keeping children active at this time of year. Please see the end of the
newsletter for further information.

Kendall Church of England Primary School Recreation Road Colchester, CO1 2HH
01206 794634 « admin@kendall.essex.sch.uk « www.kendallprimary.co.uk
Headteacher: Mrs. Clare French



February Half Term Clubs Now Open for Booking with Essex ActivAte

Essex ActivAte half term clubs are now live to book, which offer free spaces for eligible families across
Essex. These clubs continue to play an important role in supporting local communities by providing
school aged children with access to high quality activities, including sports, creative arts, wellbeing
sessions, food education, and opportunities to build confidence and form new friendships. With
nearly 100 clubs operating county wide, families can expect a diverse range of enriching experiences
throughout the school break. A Holiday Activities voucher code is not required to book. Families can
simply visit the Find Your Active Activity Finder, locate their nearest club, and contact the provider
directly to secure a free place. Clubs are also offering paid for and paid spaces, so there is something
for everyone at an Essex ActivAte club!

Reminder! Kendall Tuck Trolley - 2" Half Spring Term 2026

If you would like your child (Year1to Year 6 only) to access our Kendall Tuck Trolley for the 2nd half
of the Spring Term 2026 (From 23rd February 2026 - 27th March 2026), please make payment of £10
(40p per day) via School Gateway under Kendall Tuck Trolley. Payment must be made no later than
Friday 6th February, ready for the new half term. Only children whose parents/carers have paid in
advance will be able to use the Kendall Tuck Trolley next half term. We will not be able to accept
payments after Friday 6th February 2026.

Spring After School Clubs

We still have a few places available for some of our after school clubs this term. Please call
the office or email admin@kendall.essex.sch.uk if you would like to book any extra clubs for
your child.

Forest School Diary 30* January 2026

EYFS made different patterns by cutting various shapes out of leaves. We spoke about how
they were symmetrical and resembled snowflakes.

The children in Year 1took part in a whale blubber experiment this week. This is where lard is placed
inside a glove to represent the fat of the whale, the children then insert their hand into the glove
before submerging it into ice cold water. The children discovered how the blubber enables the whale
(and their hand) to keep warm.

Kendall Church of England Primary School Recreation Road Colchester, CO1 2HH
01206 794634 « admin@kendall.essex.sch.uk « www.kendallprimary.co.uk
Headteacher: Mrs. Clare French


https://www.activeessex.org/children-young-people/essex-activate/
mailto:admin@kendall.essex.sch.uk

Year 2 have been investigating mini beasts and their habitats during Forest School. The
children searched the woodland to see what they could find and where to find it. All results
were recorded on the chart provided for the children to complete.
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Year 3 braved the pouring rain this week and set off on a search for different soil types. Once
found, each soil was investigated thoroughly in the way of colour, texture and moisture. The
children logged down all results on their worksheets and will use this information to support
their science topic back in the classroom.
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Year 4 put together bug hotels this week. The children made many different types for various
creatures using an assortment of materials. We plan to finish them off next week and hope
to see lots of resident bugs moving in.

N

Year 5 continued working on the Greek clay pots they had started previously. These will now be put
through the kiln to fire and will be painted at a later date.
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It was time for Year 6 to take to the high ropes this week. Climbing to the top of the Pirate
Challenge was the task in hand and a great job was done by all.
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Reminder: Forest School Clothing

We learn outside all year round, and all children take part in Forest School in all weather conditions.
Recently, many children have been arriving without adequate clothing for the freezing
temperatures, and several are not wearing hats, scarves or gloves. Some children without
waterproofs are also not bringing a spare change of clothes, resulting in them staying in cold, wet
clothing for the rest of the day. Please ensure your child is dressed appropriately. Our guide, How to
Dress for Forest School, can be found here and it is also available on our website. We want every
child to enjoy Forest School—not be cold, wet and miserable. There is no such thing as bad weather
- only the wrong clothes!

Easy Fundraising
The school has now signed up with Easy Fundraising a simple way to raise FREE money for our school
every time you shop online! It's super easy:

e Register: for free at: https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/kendall-primary-school/

or download the app above. Remember to enable the donations reminder.
e Get the app now and choose to support Kendall Primary School Colchester once installed.

We have reached 60 supporters! We are so excited because together, in just 3 months, we have

raised an amazing £518.90!
This is FREE money- it doesn’t cost you a penny!
Let’s see if we can make it 70 supporters — with 210 children at the school, | know we can do it!
Please - if you have not joined yet — do so - it is making such a difference to the quality of resources we can provide
for your children @

Online E-Safety Magazine for parents

Alan Mackenzie produces a free online safety newsletter via email to keep parents up to date with
online safety risks, issues, advice and guidance related to keeping children safe online, enjoying
and learning about technology. You can sign up for this newsletter at https://www.esafety-
adviser.com/latest-newsletter/

Key Policies for Parents

We thought it would be useful to provide parents with quick links to some of our key policies in our
weekly newsletter. Therefore, please find our Attendance Policy HERE. Please find our Homework
Policy HERE. Please find our Administering Medicines Policy HERE. Please find our Mobile Phone
Policy HERE. Please find our Uniform Policy HERE. Please find our Food Policy HERE. Please find our
Behaviour Policy HERE and finally our Parent Helper — School Trip Policy HERE. A link to our school
webpage that has all of our statutory policies uploaded can be found HERE. Dressing for Forest
School HERE.
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Safety on the School Road

Please note that, as indicated by road signs, parents must not drive on the road accessing Kendall,
Scarlett’s, and ECL at any time. The landowner, local businesses, and the school have worked
together to reduce congestion and improve safety for children. Stopping on the private road may
result in a penalty notice. To request a free parking pass for the Port Lane Recreation Ground car park
(usable at drop-off and pick-up times), please contact the school office.

Food Bank Vouchers
Please don't forget that the school is an agent for food bank vouchers. Please speak in confidence
to a member of the school office or Mrs French if you need to use this service.

Reminder! No Chocolate Spread in Home Packed Lunches
Please remember that chocolate spread is not allowed in packed lunches due to the risk it poses to
children with nut allergies. Details are in our prospectus and the School Dinner page of our website.

Happy Birthday!
Please join us in saying happy birthday to: Frankie B and Ruby-Rose L

Headteacher Cups

Congratulations to the following who were awarded a Headteacher Cup in assembly this week:
Bradley G, Ching C and James F

Golden Awards

Congratulations to the following who were awarded a Gold Award in assembly this week:
Jack G, Karim F, Enku D, Alpha Katherine S, Dexter S, Eleanor VZ, Isabelle D, Dominic L, Ella LH, Tristan T,
Meena V, Nayel H, Sereen F and Arabella O

Writer of the Week
Congratulations to Enys in EYFS who received our Writer of the Week award and took home a new

stationery set and journal — keep up that good writing!

Maths Challenge

Congratulations to the following winners:
KSI: Adrian G

KS2: Zara EE

New challenge attached!

Vision Value Leaves

Congratulations to the following who were awarded a leaf for our ‘Vision Values’ Tree:
Cooper L, Albie R and Zosia S

Kendall Team Points
Congratulations to the Weekly Team Winners: Birch!

Elm Birch
3rd 4th Ist 2nd
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Amazing Attendance? Free Tuck Friday!
Free Tuck Friday — All classes who have achieved the required attendance of at least 96% are
highlighted in green. Well done, Year 2 for having the best attendance this week!

EYFS

Yearl

Year 2 98% Y

Year 3 96.15%

Year 4 96.9%

Year 5 97.35%

Year 6 96.35%

Overall Attendance 96.4%
(Week ending 23/01/2026)

Have a lovely weekend!

s

Clare French
Headteacher

Allergen Check List Last Updated January 2026

Allergen Currently allowed in
school
Nuts No %
Peanuts No x
Sesame seeds Yes v
Celery Yes v
Cereals Containing Gluten Yes v
Crustaceans Yes vV
Eggs Yes v
Fish Yes v
Lupin Yesv
Milk Yesv
Molluscs Yesv
Mustard Yes v
Soya Yes vV
Sulphur dioxide Yes v
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Week | MONDAY (meat free) TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY
1 Week 1
. Main Thin crust Oven baked g Oven roasted chicken Chicken and vegetable | Birdseye Omega 3 fish
margherita pizza (v) breast curry fingers ‘
Vegetarian Veggie sausages Cheese puff (vO VE) Vegetable and lentil Quorn dippers (v) |
) Vegetable pasta sweet potato curry
Or cooked with fresh Vegan sausages (ve) Vegetable fingers (ve) ‘
Vegaa (Ve) herbs and garlicin a (v) (ve)
h tomato sauce (ve) I
Roast potatoes, stuffing,
Sides Sweetcorn Creamy mashed Yorkshire pudding, 50/50 rice Chips P
Vegan coleslaw potatoes, carrots, peas, sweetcorn, Warm naan bread Baked beans
garden peas, vegan gravy vegan gravy ‘
(ve)
Tomatoes, iceberg Tomatoes, iceberg <
Freshly Tomatoes, iceberg lettuce, cucumber, lettuce, cucumber,
""::"" lettuce, cucumber, tomatoes tomatoes
Strawberry angel ’
Dessert delight Iced chocolate brownie Honeydew melon, Apple crumble and Iced sponge cake
or fresh fruit or fresh fruit pineapple and grapes or custard or fresh fruit
b yogurt or yogurt

s
\
\
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Please let us know what you would like to see on our school dinner menu.
We would love to hear your ideas! Email us: admin@kendall.essex.sch.uk

schedule of Trips and Visits 2025/2026

Budgeting £20 a quarter (£80 a year — or approximately £2 a term-time week) should cover the cost of trips.
Where a trip is more expensive, for example £40, we will always try to make sure that over the academic year,
the cost for all 4 Quarters comes to no more than £80 for the trips and visits we organise. Sadly, with school
funding being at an all-time low in real terms, the school is financially unable to subsidise trips and visits to
the extent it has done in the past. If we do not receive enough contributions to cover the cost, we will reluctantly
have to cancel trips or visitors to the school. We are hoping to run the following trips next year, but these are
subject to provider availability:

Year Quarter 1 Sept-Nov Quarter 2 Nov-Feb Quarter 3 Feb-May Quarter 4 May-July
Group

EYFS NA NA Farm Visit Seaside Visit

Year1 | Musical Workshop Arctic Explorer Hyde Hall - all about plants! Colne Valley Railway
Year2 | Local Geography Walk Colchester Cemetery — Library Visit and Synagogue Visit | St Stephen's Church

Colchester as an Army Town

Year3 | Stone Age to Iron Age History Day | Colchester Castle — Roman Colchester Zoo - Rainforest Harwich and Felixstowe Docks -
History Geography Field Trip
Year4 | West Stow — Anglo-Saxons Swimming & French Feast Day Siege of Colchester — Historic River Colne — Geography Field Trip
Walk
Year5 | Henry Moore Foundation Art Trip Life in Ancient Greece Day - Life in Ancient Egypt Day - History | Explore Nature Day (Beth Chatto
History Experience Experience depending on availability)
Year6 | PGL Bawdsey Manor (residential) | Mayan History Day Local Geographical Field Trip — 0S | Crucial Crew and Treat Trip
London Aquarium/Houses of mapping
Parliament
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Quarter 2 Trips and Visits and Associated Costs

Year Group | Trip/Visit Cost per child
EYFS No trips
Year1 Arctic Explorer £7.70
Year 2 Roman Circus £5.50
Year 3 Colchester Castle £6
Year 4 French Day TBC
Year 5 Ancient Greek Day £2]
Year 6 Charter Hall (Shrek the Musical) £11.75
Dates for your Diary — Spring Term
Spring Term 2026
February
Wednesday 4" Parent & Child Writing Workshop 9am-10am.
Thursday 5" Year 4 Swimming Session 4
Tuesday 10™ PTA Meeting 3:30pm
Thursday 12 Year 4 Swimming Session 5
Monday 16"~ Friday 20t Half Term Holiday
Thursday 26" Year 4 Swimming Session 6

Thursday 26

French Parent & Child Workshop 2pm-3pm

Dates for your Diary — Spring Term (continued)

March

Tuesday 3™ Parent Evening Consultations 3:30pm-6pm
Tuesday 3™ Year 5 Egyptian Day

Wednesday 4™ Parent Evening Consultations 5:30pm-8pm
Thursday 5% Year 4 Swimming Session 7

Friday 6™ Reading Parent & Child Workshop 2pm-3pm

Thursday 12t

Year 4 Swimming Session 8

Wednesday 18™ RE Parent & Child Workshop 2pm-3pm

Thursday 19t

Year 3 Colchester Zoo Visit

Thursday 19

Year 4 Swimming Session 9

Friday 20" PTA Easter Discos EYFS/KSI: 5pm-6:15pm KS2: 6:30pm-8pm
Thursday 26" Year 4 Swimming Final Session

Friday 27" Easter Service

Friday 27t Last Day of Spring Term

Monday 30" — Friday 10t Easter Holidays

April
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Kendall KS2 Fortnightly Maths Challenge

The pages of this book are numbered starting with 1. The
book has a total of 595 pages.

How many of the page numbers have a 5 in them?

If you think you know, write your name and answer on a slip of paper and post it into
the correct box on the table. The winner will be announced in two weeks. Good luck!
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Kendall KS1 Fortnightly Maths Challenge

I Altogether these fish blew 19
4:;3{ bubbles. 1 red fish blew 4
bubbles. The other fish blew

| : 2 {5 the same amount each.
@ (Cover the picture to make it harder!)
@\i A

How many bubbles did the other fish blow each?

If you think you know, write your name and answer on a slip of paper and post it into
the correct box on the table. The winner will be announced in two weeks. Good luck!
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Academic Year 2025-2026

September 2025 October 2025 November 2025 December 2025
Mm|T|w|T|F|s|[sImu|T|w|T|F|[s|s]im|[T|w|]T|F|s|[sIu|T|[w|]T|F|Ss]s
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Royal Academy Young Artists’ Summer Show W"“h

Entry Form

Mame of artist: Age:

Title of artwork:

Size of artwork:

Information about why the work was created and what it means to the artist:

| give my permission for my child's arffwornk to be submitted for the Roval
Academy Young Artists’ Summer Show and understand that they may wish for the
ornginal artwork to be exhibited at the Roval Academy's Summer Show.

Parent Signature:

Parent's name:
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CHOOSE YOUR DAY CAMP

All of our age-spe d run during H f Terms, Easter \'.‘urlev
and th

3 A day camp for girls and boys who want to explore
Essex's top Activity Camp is returning to Colchester Royal their creative side, be active and have time to chill

Grammar Schiool this coming holiday. We can’t wait to welcome Activities inclade:

children from the Colchester area and beyond! S Arts & Crafts Hama Beads
e Slime Workshops Circus Skills
: o 2 : sares - Learning Magic Clay Modelling g
Offering amazing cookmg‘& baking facilities, a state of the art Qfs ed M : e Tie-dye eking Memories
drama studio and expansive outdoor areas only a short walk Early Years Baking Bubble Workshops |

roider

away, it's the perfect setting for your child to spend their holiday! Escape Rooms Archery

A day camp designed for those looking for an action-
packed week jammed full of exciting activities!
Activities include:
bl 2 UV Activities Laser Tag
+ GOV. UK ) o ‘g Archery Pickle Ball

COLCHESTER ROYAL GRAMMAR SCHOOL Free Chidcare s Football Dodgeball
Tax Fres 2 Mario Kart Arcade LEGO Workshops

Lexden Road, Colchester CO3 3ND Cricket Basketbail
Ofsted Number: EY548121 | Hockey Inflatables

Once children mature into teenagers they want to
gain more responsibility, so we offer them a chance
to assist on one of our other day camps whilst
having fun during their school break.

Activities include:
Assigned Mentar Assist in Leadership
Working Journal \
Learn Valuable Skills
Apply & Improve Build Confidence
Choose individual days or come

for k for . F
TO BOOK VISIT Sl L o“Earlvard &> Drop Off &> Lunchh a & PickUp &> <Extended Fure
o, www.schoolsoutactivities.co.uk iy sty s
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